14                   KING CHARLES I
he was heir to the throne of England, and henceforward became the focus of public attention. An immense development had marked his last few years. At four he had been hardly able to walk or talk and only the determination of his governess had prevented James from slitting the child's tongue-strings and making him wear irons on his legs. Exercise and increasing health in time strengthened his legs, but not until the days of his Trial did he speak without hesitation. Throughout his early years he had humbly admired and imitated his elder brother. He learned to ride and to tilt with mastery, and later he danced well and delighted in archery and all the weapons of war. During Henry's lifetime he had contemplated a military career and was furious when his hearty brother had suggested an archbishop's hat and gown as more suitable for his theological brain and weak legs. Now that he was to be King he tried to equip himself by physical training and by study of political affairs, but it never occurred to him to form a party against his father, whom he loved and respected. Already that strong Stuart characteristic was noticeable in him, a mixture of loyalty and misanthropy, which makes men cling to their family and friends and view the rest of the world with indifference or dislike. Nevertheless there was much in his father's way of life which was increasingly uncongenial to him as he grew up. The drunkenness, the undignified buffoonery, the extravagance in the midst of poverty, jarred on Charles, whose fastidious, orderly mind already found its greatest pleasure in Venetian painting and the formal splendour of masques. James's